
OLVER LAUDS INTERNATIONAL PROGRESS ON CLIMATE CHANGE; WARNS U.S. BEING LEFT BEHIND
September 30, 2004

  
           WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (D -1st District)             congratulated the Russian cabinet on approving today the ratification             of the Kyoto Protocol, the international treaty for curbing global             warming.

           "I congratulate the Russian cabinet for clearing the           way today for a parliamentary vote on the Kyoto pact," said Olver. "Their           action underscores the acute inaction by the United States government           on the issue of climate change."

           "The science of global warming is incontrovertible           and undeniable and the U.S. must reclaim leadership on what is the           single most critical environmental issue of our lifetimes," Olver           said. "Unless we take bold action, the atmospheric concentration           of CO2 will almost certainly double within this century and the global           climatic and environmental changes of the last thousand years will           have been trivial compared to those in the next hundred years."

           Since 2001, President Bush has refused to participate           in the Kyoto Protocol negotiations.

           "The Bush administration called the Kyoto treaty 'dead,'" said           Olver. "As we see today, however, it is not dead."

           Final ratification by Russia will put the Kyoto Protocol           into force and will likely greatly increase the international pressure           on the President and on Congress to address global warming.

           "Our country and our economy should be out front on           new energy and conservation solutions, taking advantage of American           ingenuity and know-how. American businesses should be leaders in new           technologies that can address greenhouse gas emissions," Olver           said. "Instead, we are being left in the dust."

           The Kyoto Protocol aims to stabilize emissions of           greenhouse gases and would go into force worldwide 90 days after Moscow's           ratification process ends. The Russian cabinet must submit a draft           bill on ratification of the protocol to the State Duma, the lower parliament           house. The Duma is dominated by the Kremlin-directed United Russia           party and approves nearly all bills backed by President Vladimir Putin.           Russia, which accounts for 17% of the world emissions, has held the           key to the Kyoto Protocol's success or failure since the U.S.           pulled out of the treaty negotiations in 2001.

           Congressman Olver, together with Congressman Wayne           Gilchrest (R-MD), co-chair the House Congressional Caucus on Climate           Change. They are working with Senators McCain and Lieberman to pass           the Climate Stewardship Act (S. 139 and H.R. 4067), which would regulate           CO2 emissions utilizing market forces.
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